
Artists in Communities
Projects

Program Guidelines

https://sk-arts.ca/


First Published: March 2018, This Edition: September 20262

INTRODUCTION	 3
Contact	 3
Submission	 3

PROGRAM INFORMATION	 4
Program Purpose	 4
Partnership Roles and Responsibilities	 5

ELIGIBILITY	 7
Who can apply?	 7
What kind of projects are eligible?	 8
What is the maximum amount of funding available for a project?	 8
What is ineligible?	 8

PUTTING THE APPLICATION TOGETHER	 10
Resources	 10
Planning an Artists in Communities Project	 10
Evaluating the Project	 11
Budget	 11
Support Material	 13
Artist Contract	 15

PEER REVIEW PROCESS                                                          16
Notification of Assessment Results	 17
Successful Applications	 17
Unsuccessful Applications	 18
Confidentiality of Information	 19

Artists in Communities is a SK Arts program supported by funding from 
Sask Lotteries through the partnership between SK Arts and SaskCulture 
Inc.

Illustrations by Dakota McFadzean

TABLE OF
CONTENTS

https://www.saskculture.ca/
https://www.sasklotteries.ca/


First Published: March 2018, This Edition: September 2026 3

These guidelines are intended to help you complete your Artists in 
Communities – Projects application. The information has been divided 
into three main sections:

1.	 We answer key questions you may have and define terms that we 
use in the application.

2.	 We provide a step-by-step process to complete the application 
with additional details to help you understand what we are looking 
for in each section.

3.	 We provide information to help you determine your eligibility and 
partnership role, choose the artistic discipline that best fits your 
project, and select and submit your support material.

You may not need all the information or to use every section of this 
document – the table of contents will help you find the information that 
you need quickly.

As an additional resource, SK Arts has a handy guide to Preparing Your 
Application. It’s designed to help new grant applicants – and even those 
with more experience – approach this challenging task. We have also 
made a number of video guides to help people who are not familiar with 
SK Arts’ online application system. You can find these on our website: 
https://sk-arts.ca/preparing-your-application/

Your most important resource is SK Arts staff. If you have any 
questions or concerns, we encourage you to contact the Program 
Consultant responsible – we want to help you submit the best 
application possible.

It is strongly recommended that applicants, particularly first-time 
applicants, contact a Program Consultant before preparing an application, 
as the consultant can clarify eligibility and program requirements and 
provide advice relevant to your application.

Applications are only accepted online at: https://saskarts.smartsimple.ca

NOTE: Both the Community Applicant and the Artist Applicant must 
be in good standing with SK Arts prior to applying. Please 
contact SK Arts to verify your standing.

INTRODUCTION

Contact

Submission

https://sk-arts.ca/preparing-your-application/
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Artists in Communities - Projects supports partnerships between 
community-based organizations and professional artists to create arts 
activities that respond to local needs and aspirations. The program 
encourages meaningful partnerships that engage participants as active 
contributors in the creative process.

Each project is uniquely shaped through collaboration between the 
community and the artist. Immersive, participatory experiences actively 
engage community members to explore artistic practices, develop new 
skills and perspectives, and build meaningful connections that strengthen 
the community and enrich community life through the arts.

NOTE:  Changes have been made to grant request amounts and to 
receipt and contract requirements. Receipts for expenses 
are now required for reporting, and contracts with artists will 
be required prior to funding being released.

The arts play a vital role in strengthening communities by fostering 
connection, creativity, understanding, and meaningful engagement. Artists 
in Communities – Projects supports partnerships between professional 
artists and community organizations to co-create arts experiences that 
are rooted in the unique needs, interests, knowledge, aspirations, and 
priorities of the communities they serve.

Projects are collaboratively developed through the exchange of artistic 
practice, lived experience, and community knowledge, with shared 
ownership between the artist, organization, and participants.

Strong projects are responsive, meaningful, and designed with the 
community, recognizing that community members bring valuable 
perspectives and expertise to the creative process.

Through immersive, hands-on experiences, participants are engaged as 
active contributors throughout the project, which may include planning, 
creative exploration, decision-making, creation, and sharing of the work. 
These experiences encourage learning, dialogue, collaboration, and 
deeper engagement with the arts while building lasting relationships 
between artists and Saskatchewan communities.

Artists in Communities – Projects supports projects that:
•	 create innovative and meaningful artistic experiences that respond 

to community needs, reflect local contexts, and have the potential for 
lasting impact;

•	 provide opportunities for artists to expand their knowledge, cultural 
competencies, and relationships through meaningful engagement with 
Saskatchewan residents;

PROGRAM 
INFORMATION

Program Purpose
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Program Purpose
(continued)

Partnership 
Roles and 

Responsibilities

•	 use the arts as a means to explore ideas, build awareness, encourage 
dialogue, and contribute to positive social change;

•	 encourage participation from artists and community members, 
representing diverse aesthetic viewpoints, racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, cultures, identities, and disability perspectives, who 
will respect, honour, uplift, and meaningfully engage with the host 
community;

•	 increase access to meaningful artistic experiences by reducing 
barriers and creating opportunities for deeper participation among 
underserved and marginalized communities;

•	 align with the mandate, strategic priorities, and commitments of SK 
Arts and its program partners.

For the purposes of this program, communities can be defined by 
geographic boundaries or by social/demographic factors.

Most successful projects come out of genuine partnerships between the 
community organization and the professional artist. It is the responsibility 
of both partners through collaborative project development to plan and 
execute the project while respecting each other’s roles. Indigenous 
Elders, Knowledge Keepers, or additional community partners can 
contribute specialized knowledge, skills, or resources, encourage 
inclusion, and deepen community relationships for long-term impact.

Community Applicant will have a shared responsibility for planning, 
development, execution, and evaluation of the project. Planning will 
involve identifying issues or ideas that are relevant to the targeted 
community. The community organization will be identified in the 
application as either the Primary or Secondary Contact, will take part in 
creating the application and, if the application is successful, will complete 
the final report with Artist Applicant. If the community organization is 
identified as the Primary Contact, the organization will assume the 
responsibility for registering an account and/or opening the Artists in 
Communities application through our on-line portal, inviting the Artist 
Applicant to contribute to the grant application, and for management of 
the grant funds.

Artist Applicant must meet SK Arts’ definition of professional 
artist. SK Arts exists to support the work of professional artists and 
arts organizations for the benefit of all people in this province, but 
we acknowledge there are many different ways to define the term 
professional artist. SK Arts is also aware that this term may not be 
recognized in some cultures and that people from diverse backgrounds 
may define the term differently.
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We believe that a professional artist makes a significant and ongoing 
commitment to developing their artistic practice. For the purposes 
of SK Arts’ programs and funding, a professional artist typically meets 
a number of the following criteria, in a manner appropriate to their art 
tradition, to demonstrate this type of significant and ongoing commitment. 
The individual has:
•	 created work, over a period of time, that has been recognized by their 

community.
•	 presented their work (or had it presented) to or before an audience in 

a manner that is typical for their art tradition.
•	 developed skills in a manner acceptable for their art tradition.
•	 been recognized as a peer by other professionals working in the same 

art tradition.
•	 received compensation for their artistic work at a level consistent with 

those of other professionals working in the same art tradition.

If you do not meet the criteria above, or if you are unsure how to 
demonstrate that you are a professional artist, please contact a SK Arts 
Program Consultant to determine how the materials in your application 
can show the professional nature of your artistic practice.

The artist serves as a collaborator and mentor for the project. This 
applicant will have shared responsibility for planning, development, 
execution, and evaluation of the project. The artist will support those 
involved in the project in their development of knowledge and skills 
in the arts. The artist will take part in creating the application and, if 
the application is successful, submitting all required reports. If the 
artist is identified as the Primary Contact person, they will assume the 
responsibility for registering an account and/or opening the Artists in 
Communities application through our online portal, inviting the Community 
Applicant to contribute to the grant application, and for management of 
the grant funds.

Elder or Knowledge Keeper Partners: It is necessary to include an 
Elder or Knowledge Keeper Partner for any application that involves any 
traditional Indigenous worldviews or art forms.

Additional Community Partners are genuine partnerships appropriate 
to the activity and size of the community. The role of the Additional 
Community Partner(s) is defined by the Applicants. They are not required 
to take part in drafting the application.

Partnership Roles 
and Responsibilities

(continued)

GIVE YOURSELF TIME
It takes time to put 
together a good 
application. We’re all 
deadline driven, but if you 
leave it to the very last 
minute, you never know 
what might happen... your 
computer may crash.
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•	 The partnership of Community Organization and Professional Artist 
must be in place prior to the submission.

•	 The Community Applicant can be any incorporated for-profit company 
or non-profit community-based organization (e.g., businesses, 
institutions, health care, Justice facilities, municipalities, First Nations, 
Métis Locals, K-12 schools [for projects outside of school hours], post-
secondary institutions, artists collectives, Band Councils, etc.).

•	 The Community Applicant must be based in the province of 
Saskatchewan, may make no more than one application to the Artists 
in Schools or Artists in Communities program at any submission 
closing date, and must be in good standing with SK Arts (i.e., have 
no overdue reporting on any prior grants) when the application is 
received and any grant payments are issued.

•	 The Artist Applicant may make more than one application at any 
submission closing date, up to the maximum allowable funding level 
as through the Residencies stream ($45,000). The review panel 
will, however, consider the individual’s ability to undertake multiple 
projects when assessing the applications.

•	 The Artist Applicant must be a Saskatchewan resident and in good 
standing with SK Arts (i.e., have no overdue reporting on any prior 
grants) when the application is received and any grant payments are 
issued.

•	 In the case of $20,000 grants with more than one artist, at least 
50% of the artists, including the lead Artist Applicant, must be 
Saskatchewan residents.

•	 SK Arts values diversity, seeking to be inclusive and accessible to all 
our applicants. For this reason, we ask applicant artists to self-identify 
with and organizations to engage with communities that may have 
been historically underserved by SK Arts or are otherwise considered 
marginalized (artists or communities outside urban settings, 
Indigenous, People of Colour, Deaf or disability artist, 2SLGBTQ+, or 
newcomers to Canada). This helps us assess whether the program is 
achieving its diversity goals.

•	 SK Arts accepts applications submitted in either English or French. 
French-language applications will be translated into English before 
they are provided to the reviewers. SK Arts will ensure at least one 
reviewer is able to read the application in its first language. For any 
languages other than English and French, applicants may apply to the 
Accessibility Fund https://sk-arts.ca/accessibility-fund/ for translation 
services.

Who can apply?

https://sk-arts.ca/accessibility-fund/
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•	 Projects that foster respectful, professional partnerships between 
artists and communities.

•	 Innovative and creative projects that are relevant and responsive to 
the community’s needs.

•	 Projects that increase access to the arts for underserved or 
marginalized communities.

•	 Projects designed to connect with and engage participants in 
meaningful ways and have a lasting impact.

•	 Projects that build awareness about social issues and facilitate 
change through the arts.

•	 Projects that allow the artist to build knowledge, cultural 
competencies, and deeper relationships with Saskatchewan residents.

•	 Projects that encourage the participation of artists from a variety of 
aesthetic viewpoints, racial and ethnic backgrounds, cultures, and 
disability perspectives.

•	 The maximum funding available for projects with one artist is $10,000. 
The maximum funding available for projects with more than one artist 
is $20,000.

•	 The process for assessing applications is competitive, and funds are 
limited. An application may not be funded or may not be funded for 
the full amount requested.

•	 SK Arts reserves the right to rescind any grant funds from applicants 
who do not meet the conditions for the release of funds, make 
significant changes to their project without approval, and/or do not 
begin their project within approved timelines.

•	 Organizations that receive annual or multi-year funding from SK Arts, 
SaskCulture Inc., Sask Lotteries, Creative Saskatchewan and/or 
creative industries associations supported by Creative Saskatchewan, 
unless the proposed projects expand inclusion, diversity, and equity 
access within existing programs, and/or explore new methods of 
presenting.

•	 Organizations that receive annual or multi-year funding defined above 
cannot have a grant open in any of the Artists in Communities or 
Artists in Schools streams of funding at the application closing date.

•	 K-12 Schools, school divisions, clusters of schools in a school 
division, and Band schools are only eligible to apply to the Artists in 
Communities – Projects stream for activities that used to be funded 

What is the maximum 
amount of funding 

available?

What is ineligible?

What kinds of 
projects are eligible?
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under the Arts After Hours program stream. If projects link to cross-
curricular and cross-cultural educational outcomes, these applicants 
should explore the Artists in Schools program.

•	 Applications that do not include all the required information and 
support material, including balanced budgets, could be deemed 
ineligible.

•	 Projects that do not compensate artists, Elders or Knowledge Keepers 
for their work. (See Budget section on pages 11-12, Artist Fees and 
Elders or Knowledge Keepers Fees.)

•	 Applications submitted by mail, email or fax.
•	 Projects that are not primarily artistic.
•	 Projects that promote hatred or intolerance.
•	 Projects that are primarily productions or presentations intended for 

an audience without community participation in the creative process.
•	 Activities that consist solely of performances, exhibitions, screenings, 

or other presentations without a community-engaged component.
•	 Classes, workshops, or instructional activities that are delivered to 

participants without collaborative planning, active participation, or 
broader community engagement.

•	 At the time of application, community partner organizations may not 
partner with a professional artist who is a salaried employee of their 
organization.

•	 Fundraising activities, awards, sponsorships or re-granting activities.
•	 Activities that contravene provincial or federal law.
•	 Activities that use or present Indigenous cultural material, traditional 

knowledge or stories without permission from the community and 
involvement of either an Elder or Knowledge Keeper.

•	 Projects that start prior to the application closing date.
•	 Grants intended for capital purchases (e.g., basic equipment, 

kilns, computers, musical instruments, etc.). In most cases, renting 
equipment during the project term is preferred. If the cost of renting is 
higher than the purchase price, provide an explanation and rationale 
for purchase.

What is ineligible?
(continued)
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The following resources are available on SK Arts’ website:

•	 Preparing Your Application: Grant Writing Guide and tutorials: 
https://sk-arts.ca/preparing-your-application/

•	 See the Artists in Communities page of our website 
https://sk-arts.ca/artists-in-communities/ for information including 
frequently asked questions and the following, under APPLICATION 
AND INFORMATION, Artists in Communities Tools:
o	 A Cultural Inventory / Cultural Needs Assessment form 

suggests ways you can assess assets and needs related to 
culture in your community.

o	 A Project/Residency Documentation and Evaluation guide 
provides suggestions for how the program can be documented as 
it progresses.

o	 Sample Partnership Contract is a template for use after your 
application has been awarded funding.

•	 Both Applicant partners must be registered in the online application 
portal, and it is recommended that applications be started at least one 
month before the closing date.

•	 Preparation time will include coordinating the project with established 
partnerships, gathering support material, working out budget 
information, and submitting the application online. Applicants will not 
be able to submit their applications after the closing date.

•	 The ideas, objectives, roles, and responsibilities of all identified 
partners must be reflected in the application with evidence of clear 
communication, collaborative planning, and project development.

•	 The established partnerships need to be appropriate, intact, and 
have a mutually beneficial relationship for the quality and depth of the 
project and for the partners to achieve their goals.

•	 It is important Applicants understand the needs and challenges of 
the community where the project will take place and together develop 
project activities are that innovative, creative and responsive to those 
needs and challenges.

•	 NOTE: For the purposes of this program, communities can be defined 
by geographic boundaries or by social/demographic factors.

•	 Projects that explore Indigenous art forms, skills, languages, 
knowledge, teachings, and/or worldviews must include an Elder or 
Knowledge Keeper in their ongoing activities. A letter of agreement 
from the Elder or Knowledge Keeper is required as support material to 
the application.

•	 Projects should consider accessibility for individuals with disabilities, 
including but not limited to individuals who are Deaf, hard of hearing, 
Deaf-Blind, have difficulty speaking, have a physical disability, visual 

Resources

Planning an Artists 
in Communities 

Project

https://sk-arts.ca/preparing-your-application/
https://sk-arts.ca/artists-in-communities/)
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disability, developmental disability, learning disability, mental illness or 
chronic illness.

Projects should consider a minimum of one public component that is free 
of charge for community participants and/or audience.

•	 Together, the Applicants are expected to reflect on and evaluate the 
project, then submit a final report after the project is completed.

•	 In your planning, consider how you will celebrate the completion of 
your project. How could you reflect on the successes and challenges 
both personally and collectively?

•	 How did this project impact or make change in your community?

•	 Applicants will submit a budget through the online application.
•	 The budget for your project must balance, meaning your Total 

Revenue must equal your Total Expenses. A balanced budget shows 
the need for the grant but also indicates that you can complete the 
project with the grant and your other available financial resources.

•	 List all income, sponsorships, funding and personal resources you 
plan to devote to the project under Revenue.

•	 In Revenue Notes, indicate revenue as confirmed or unconfirmed. If 
a contribution is unconfirmed, indicate alternate plans for acquiring 
these funds if they are not available from the source(s) listed in the 
budget.

•	 Cash or in-kind contributions can come from partners or businesses 
in the community, fundraising or other grant sources. This is not a 
requirement for receiving a grant. Include in-kind contributions in both 
revenue and expenses.

•	 Funding from other sources may not be assigned to the same 
expenses as those covered by the Artists in Communities grant.

•	 Under Expenses, list project costs incurred during the project term 
to complete the activities outlined, indicating which costs the grant is 
intended to cover. For each expense, you will be asked to say how 
much is covered by the Artists in Communities grant that you are 
requesting. The total of these amounts should be equal to your grant 
request. You may need to attach breakdowns of some categories if 
you have many individual expense items. Remember to assign the 
same dollar cost to items listed as in-kind donations under Revenue.

continued...

Budget

Evaluating
the Project

Planning an Artists 
in Communities 

Project (continued)
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•	 In Expense notes, indicate which expenses will be covered by the 
Artists in Communities grant. Funding from other sources may not 
be assigned to the same expenses as those covered by the Artists in 
Communities grant.

•	 The Organization Applicant may be required to deduct and/or remit 
employer and employee contributions which can include but may 
not be limited to Canada Pension Plan, Employment Insurance and 
Workers’ Compensation. If the Applicant Partner needs to deduct and/
or remit any of these items, they should be included in the budget. 
For more information, see the Canada Revenue Agency’s guide, 
“Employee or Self-Employed,” at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/canada-
pension-plan-cpp-employment-insurance-ei-rulings/employee-self-
employed.html  

•	 SK Arts is required to issue T4A forms for taxation purposes for 
amounts over $500 issued to individuals.

•	 Grant recipients will submit Final Actuals and revised Revenue Notes 
and Expense Notes at the end of the project as part of their final 
report, including an explanation of any variances in final actuals from 
the proposed budget.

•	 Artist Fees: SK Arts is committed to the professional status of the 
artist and won’t fund projects in which artists are not paid for their 
work. Refer to the appropriate industry organization for minimum fee 
or payment schedules – such as:
o	 Visual: CARFAC (www.carfac.sk.ca)
o	 Acting / Theatre: CAEA (https://www.caea.com/)
o	 Acting / Film: ACTRA (www.actrasask.com)
o	 Dance: CADA West (www.cadawest.org) OR CADA East 

(www.cadaeast.com)
o	 Literary / Poetry: WGC (www.wgc.ca)
o	 Media Arts: IMAA (www.imaa.ca)
o	 Music: CFM (www.cfmusicians.org)   

•	 Elders or Knowledge Keepers Fees: such as an Elders or Knowledge 
Keepers fee or honoring gifts, etc.

•	 Other: Enter any additional costs you will incur to complete your 
project.

GET A SECOND PAIR 
OF EYES
Give someone else 
a copy of your Artist 
Statement and Project 
Description to review. 
They may even spot 
items that are missing or 
questions that you haven’t 
fully answered.

Budget
(continued)

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/canada-pension-plan-cpp-employment-insurance-ei-rulings/employee-self-employed.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/canada-pension-plan-cpp-employment-insurance-ei-rulings/employee-self-employed.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/canada-pension-plan-cpp-employment-insurance-ei-rulings/employee-self-employed.html
http://www.carfac.sk.ca/
https://www.caea.com/
http://www.actrasask.com
https://cadawest.org/index.html
https://cadaeast.com/homepage
https://www.wgc.ca/
https://imaa.ca/
http://www.cfmusicians.org
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•	 Support materials help reviewers assess your project against the 
assessment criteria and provide them with evidence that the project 
will succeed. The work samples and documents relevant to your 
project should be readable and downloadable  (Do not include links 
for which an account is required to access material, e.g., Spotify or 
private Facebook and Instagram accounts) and as recent as possible.

•	 It is highly recommended both applicants include support material as 
part of the application. There are three types of support material:
1.	 Supports the expertise of the Artist
2.	 Affirms the support of Indigenous Elders or Knowledge Keepers
3.	 Supports the project

•	 Artist(s): A resumé is required (maximum three pages). Upload a PDF 
or Word document that provides the review panel with the relevant 
information that demonstrates your professional artistic practice. 
This should include any arts education, training (both formal or 
informal) that informs your practice, key accomplishments, exhibitions, 
performances, awards and other public recognition of your artistic/
creative work. It can also provide information about the body of work 
you have produced.

•	 SK Arts will accept up to two items of support material for the Artist(s) 
in addition to their resuméT, and up to three items of support material 
to support the project (see list of possible items below). The maximum 
items of support material submitted cannot exceed five in total and 
must meet the limited restrictions within each item. Excess material 
will not be forwarded to the reviewers or considered during the 
peer review process. This ensures that all applicants have an equal 
opportunity to present their work.

Support Material Index

Type an index that lists all items of Artist Applicant support material, 
Indigenous Elders or Knowledge Keepers support material, AND Project 
support material uploaded to the application that includes:

•	 File names
•	 Running time and information on works performed
•	 List of images submitted with the application including details such as 

size, materials, date created, event name/date, etc.
•	 Source and date of publication on any published material such as 

reviews, articles, etc.
•	 Source and date received of letters of support, agreements, etc. 
•	 Specific time code on any videos and audio clips.  

Support Material
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•	 List of weblinks with details, video time codes, etc. (additional notes 
can be added in the note section of the weblink upload area)

Artist Applicant Support Material and Technical Requirements

Choose a maximum of two items from the list (projects with more than 
one artist can include up to two items each):

•	 Audio (maximum 5-7 minutes): MP3 files
•	 Video (maximum 3 minutes, 2 GB): MPG, MOV, AVI or MP4 files. 

Links to streaming video are preferred to electronic video files. If 
including videos, make sure to indicate the specific time code for 
reviewers.

•	 Still images (maximum ten): JPEG, PDF, or Word files (one image per 
page, no collages)      

•	 Documents (maximum ten): Upload in PDF or Word format.
•	 Weblinks: Note that social media links for which an account is 

required to access materials (i.e.: Spotify, Facebook, Instagram) are 
ineligible.

•	 IMPORTANT NOTE: Weblinks may be included; however, any 
images, audio, video, or text they contain are considered part 
of the artist’s support material and count toward the maximum 
submission limits.

Elder or Traditional Knowledge Keeper Support Material (Maximum 
one item)

Projects that explore Indigenous art forms, skills, knowledge, teachings, 
and/or world views must include an Elder or Knowledge Keeper in their 
ongoing activities. 

•	 Letter/email of agreement or a video statement from all participating 
Elders or Traditional Knowledge Keepers are required as support 
material to the application.

Project Support Material (Maximum three items)

•	 You may include other relevant material to support your project, e.g., 
community or organizational information, links to website, Facebook, 
Needs Assessment documentation, YouTube video links: maximum 
3 pages, 3 links, and video files not to exceed 3 minutes or 2 GB. 
If including videos, make sure to indicate the specific time code 
for reviewers. Links to streaming video are preferred to electronic 
video files. Applicants are encouraged to provide links to streaming 
video rather than electronic video files. Streaming platforms such as 

ASK QUESTIONS EARLY
Even though the 
application portal is 
open until before midnight 
on the deadline date, you 
can only ask questions of 
staff during office hours.

Support Material
(continued)



First Published: March 2018, This Edition: September 2026

PUTTING THE APPLICATION TOGETHER

15

YouTube and Vimeo are acceptable. 
•	 IMPORTANT NOTE: Weblinks may be included; however, any 

images, audio, video, or text they contain are considered part of 
the application's project support material and count toward the 
maximum submission limits.

The Arts Professions Act, now in effect in Saskatchewan, requires that 
written contracts be used in all transactions between professional artists 
and those who hire them, engage their services or use their creative work. 
These written contracts help solidify the relationship between the artist 
and those who contract their services by providing a clear understanding 
of the transaction. This provides an extra measure of protection to both 
parties and assists projects in moving forward. The Act also recognizes 
the artist as a professional and emphasizes the importance of fair 
compensation. All funded projects will require that a written contract be 
developed, submitted and used between the artist and the community 
partner at the start of the project.

Artist Contract

Support Materials 
(continued)

https://carfac.sk.ca/sask-arts-profession-act
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Applicants are to consider the Assessment Criteria when developing the 
content of their application. SK Arts will rely on third-party review and 
assessment of this application as part of its due diligence. An independent 
panel of reviewers will assess applications through a competitive process 
based on the following:

1.	 Project Quality

•	 The project aims to develop and present creative, innovative, 
high-quality artistic programming that is relevant and uniquely 
designed to address the community’s identified needs and 
challenges.

•	 The artist(s) is recognized as a professional by their peers and 
will be assessed by their past work and current practice as 
identified in their support material.

•	 The project allows for the artist to build knowledge, cultural 
competencies, and deeper relationships with Saskatchewan 
residents.

•	 If applicable, Indigenous Knowledge Keepers and Elders are 
included in the project activities in ways that are respectful, 
honorable, and significant.

2.	 Project Impact

•	 The community has the potential to evolve and/or expand the 
way participants view arts processes and practices. 

•	 The community has the potential to evolve and/or expand the 
way participants view racial and ethnic backgrounds, and culture 
and disability perspectives, thereby enriching the community’s 
artistic and cultural development.

•	 The project is thoughtful and responsive to the needs of the 
community and is appropriate for the proposed project’s 
objectives.

•	 The project increases access to the arts for underserved or 
marginalized communities.

•	 The project engages the community in a meaningful way by 
encouraging participants to make deeper connections, share 
perspectives and facilitate change.

•	 The project has the potential for sustained impact.

continued...

ASK FOR HELP
Call your Program 
Consultant to ask 
questions, to discuss 
project ideas, or to review 
certain sections of your 
application. That’s what 
we’re here for.

Peer Review Process
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3.	 Achievability

•	 The ideas, objectives, roles, and responsibilities of all identified 
partners are reflected in the application, and there is evidence of 
collaborative planning and project development.

•	 The project plan and budget are appropriate for the project term.

For more information about SK Arts’ peer review process and how funds 
are allocated, visit our website at: 
https://sk-arts.ca/how-are-grants-awarded/.

Applicants are typically informed of grant decisions by e-mail no later than 
90 days after the application closing date.

If your application was successful, you will receive notification that 
includes the terms and conditions of funding. If the grant awarded was 
less than 60% of the amount requested, you must submit a revised 
budget, project plan and/or project dates to show how you will undertake 
the project with less funding than requested.

The Applicant Partners both must sign and submit the Request for 
Grant Payment Form and provide an agreement signed by both parties 
to receive funding. A payment for the approved grant amount will be 
released to the Primary Contact indicated in the application no sooner 
than 30 days before the beginning of the project term.

A copy of a signed contract between the artist(s) and the community 
partner (organization) is required before funds will be released.

A grant recipient must begin the project no later than 12 months from the 
start date initially approved.

Recipients of funding are required to acknowledge the support of SK 
Arts and its partnership with SaskCulture, with funding from Sask 
Lotteries, particularly on all print materials and at openings, receptions, 
performances, events or other public functions. SK Arts will provide grant 
recipients with access to the logos through SK Arts’ website.

Recipients of funding, including both the artist and community 
organization partner, are jointly responsible for completing and submitting 
a final report during the grant period. The final report must include a 
description of activities accomplished, a budget summary, receipts, 
documentation, and any other required information.

Final reports are due no later than 60 days after the project end date. 

Notification of 
Assessment Results

Peer Review Process 
(continued)

Successful 
Applications

https://sk-arts.ca/how-are-grants-awarded/
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If a final report is incomplete or submitted after the deadline, both the 
artist and community organization partner will be placed in overdue 
status, which may affect their eligibility to apply for future SK Arts funding. 
SK Arts may contact one or both partners at any time regarding any 
conditions affiliated with the grant received based on the application.

Recipients of funding must communicate any major changes with SK 
Arts including any modifications to the project or dates, and/or significant 
budget revisions. If the project is significantly changed without approval, 
SK Arts reserves the right to rescind the grant.

Request receipts when you pay artist fees and other professional fees 
and keep all receipts for expenses over $100 to be included in reports.

Applicants are encouraged to invite people – SK Arts staff, community 
stakeholders, MLAs, MPs, etc. – to any presentations that result from the 
project.

If your previous application was recommended for support by the review 
panel but not ranked high enough to be funded, apply again and hope 
for a better outcome. The review panel saw merit in your work and would 
have awarded your project a grant, but the funding ran out. Every closing 
date is unique: different partners apply, and different reviewers assess the 
applications. Before applying again, take the following steps:
•	 Reread and reconsider your application components and support 

material.
•	 Call the Program Consultant. Program Consultants can often provide 

helpful comments from the peer review panel and suggest how you 
can more clearly present your project or strengthen your application.

If you received an e-mail informing your partnership that the application 
was considered ineligible or was not recommended for funding, the 
Program Consultant can explain what the problem was and whether you 
can apply at the upcoming closing date.

•	 The application may have been incomplete or failed to provide 
information needed by the review panel to assess it against the 
assessment or eligibility criteria.

•	 Your budget may have included ineligible expenses, or the review 
panel may have had questions about your eligibility.

Many of these issues can be resolved. Calling to discuss your results 
professionally, acting on the feedback and reapplying is the best response 
to an unsuccessful application.

Successful 
Applications

(continued)

Unsuccessful 
Applications
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The personal and confidential information that is provided in an 
application is collected, used and disclosed in accordance with the 
provisions of The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
(an Act respecting a right of access to documents of the Government of 
Saskatchewan and a right of privacy with respect to personal information 
held by the Government of Saskatchewan). This information is required to 
process the application. Personal and confidential information disclosed 
in the application will only be shared, as necessary, with employees of 
SK Arts, SaskCulture Inc. and the reviewers. If awarded a grant, personal 
information will be shared with finance partners in order for payment to 
be processed. As well, the name of the recipient, community, project 
description and amount of the grant will be made known publicly. SK Arts 
is required to report to the public on the funds it disburses through its 
programs. SK Arts will respond appropriately to any inquiries regarding 
the privacy policies and procedures, including requests to access the 
applicant’s personal information.

Confidentiality of 
Information



SK Arts acknowledges that the land currently known as the 
Province of Saskatchewan is comprised of portions of lands from 
Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10, the territories of the Nêhiyawak, 
Anihšinapek, Dene, Dakota, Lakota and Nakota nations, and the 
homeland of the Métis.

We give thanks to the host Indigenous communities in this 
province, as we bear the collective responsibility to honour and 
respect their protocols and homes and to engage meaningfully 
with their knowledges in our work.

1355 Broad Street
Regina, Saskatchewan  S4R 7V1
1.800.667.7526
sk-arts.ca

skartsboard

saskarts

https://sk-arts.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/skartsboard
https://www.instagram.com/saskarts/
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